May 5, 1998

THE MARRIAGE TAX PENALTY
MAKES NO SENSE

(Mr. BRADY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BRADY. Mr. Speaker, a lot of
Americans look at our government and
conclude that many of the things it
does simply make no sense. The mar-
riage tax penalty certainly falls into
that category.

The Federal Government has actu-
ally set up the system that taxes peo-
ple more to marry than for couples who
live together.

When people shake their heads about
the latest crazy scheme to come out of
Washington, this is exactly the kind of
thing they have in mind. There is no
telling what social engineers were
thinking when they created this mar-
riage tax, but Americans with common
sense think it is time to change, it is
time to get rid of the idea of taxing
people more to marry than those who
live together.

Mr. Speaker, it is time to support
H.R. 3734, the Weller-Mclntosh bill to
eliminate the marriage tax penalty, be-
cause it just makes sense.

SUPPORT H.R. 3734 AND ELIMI-
NATE THE MARRIAGE TAX PEN-
ALTY

(Mr. EWING asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. EWING. Mr. Speaker, the Repub-
lican Party, | think, has shown that
they stand for tax relief and tax cuts.
We stand for across-the-board tax relief
for middle-class Americans. We would
like to see the capital gains tax elimi-
nated completely. We would like to see
the IRA accounts expanded. We stand
for eliminating estate taxes. We want a
fair tax system that allows us to fund
government at a reasonable level and
yet allow Americans to keep more of
what they earn.

Now we cannot do all of that at once,
but what we can do right now is elimi-
nate the marriage tax penalty from the
Tax Code. H.R. 3734 will eliminate the
marriage tax penalty and would be an
excellent first step in achieving our
goals.

RESIGNATION AS MEMBER OF
COMMITTEE ON SCIENCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following resigna-
tion as a Member of the Committee on
Science:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, April 30, 1998.
Hon. NEWT GINGRICH,
Speaker of the House of Representatives, The
U.S. Capitol, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: After much thought
and consideration, | am tendering my res-
ignation from the Science Committee on
which it has been a privilege to serve. As |
complete my duties this year, | am nec-
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essarily turning my attention to numerous
projects that must be completed before the
end of my term.
Sincerely,
PAUL MCHALE,
Member of Congress.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without

objection, the resignation is accepted.
There was no objection.

SALUTING THE DISTINGUISHED
CAREER OF BOB LENT OF THE
UNITED AUTO WORKERS

(Mr. BONIOR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BONIOR. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor Bob Lent of the United
Auto Workers, who is retiring after a
long and distinguished career serving
his country, his union, and his commu-
nity. | mention these together because
they cannot be separated. Bob’s per-
sonal investment in time and his sweat
and loyalty and pride to build a strong-
er union, to build a stronger commu-
nity, to build a stronger Nation, re-
flects the democratic values that |
think we all share.

Many people know Bob as the presi-
dent of UAW Region 1, which includes
about 100,000 working men and women
in southeastern Michigan and Ontario,
but that is only the latest form of his
service. As a young man he served as
an army paratrooper; later, while
working full time, raising a family, and
doing union work, Bob volunteered on
local political campaigns. He joined
the NAACP and became a board mem-
ber for area charities. His generosity
and leadership have made a big dif-
ference in our community.

Underlying all of these commitments
was Bob’s belief in his capacity to con-
tribute to the greater good. It is no un-
derstatement to say that for almost
half a century Bob has helped to put
the small *““d” into American democ-
racy.

So, Mr. Speaker, today | salute Bob
and thank his wife, Earline, for years
of friendship, leadership and commu-
nity service. Congratulations, Bob.

ELIMINATE THE MARRIAGE
PENALTY IN OUR TAX CODE

(Mr. MCINTOSH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. MCINTOSH. Mr. Speaker, | rise
in support of the marriage penalty
elimination bill, H.R. 3734, the Weller-
Mclntosh bill that will eliminate the
marriage penalty in our Tax Code.
There are so many reasons why we
should eliminate this unfair and im-
moral tax provision. But | wanted to
share with my colleagues an e-mail
that | received the other day from a
young man who said: Before we set a
wedding date, | calculated the tax im-
plications. Since we each earn in the
low $30,000, the Federal marriage pen-
alty was over $3,000. What a wonderful
wedding gift from the IRS.
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Or another e-mail from Wayne in
Dayton, Ohio, who says that penalizing
for marriage flies in the face of com-
mon sense. It is a classic example of
government policy not supporting that
which it wishes to promote.

These e-mails have been coming by
the thousands into our office, and | ask
any of those out there who are watch-
ing to communicate with me their fam-
ily situation about the problems with
this marriage penalty tax. We are mak-
ing great progress in Washington, but
we need support from the American
people to eliminate this tax in our
budget in the House, and next fall in
our tax bill. It will save Americans
$1,400 on their tax bill per family.
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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
NETHERCUTT). Pursuant to the provi-
sions of clause 5 of rule I, the Chair an-
nounces that he will postpone further
proceedings today on each motion to
suspend the rules on which a recorded
vote or the yeas and nays are ordered,
or on which the vote is objected to
under clause 4 of rule XV.

Such rollcall votes, if postponed, will
be taken after debate has concluded on
all motions to suspend the rules, but
not before 5 p.m. today.

MADRID PROTOCOL
IMPLEMENTATION ACT

Mr. COBLE. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 567) to amend the Trademark Act
of 1946 to provide for the registration
and protection of trademarks used in
commerce, in order to carry out provi-
sions of certain international conven-
tions, and for other purposes.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 567

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “Madrid Pro-
tocol Implementation Act”.

SEC. 2. PROVISIONS TO IMPLEMENT THE PROTO-
COL RELATING TO THE MADRID
AGREEMENT  CONCERNING THE
INTERNATIONAL REGISTRATION OF
MARKS.

The Act entitled “An Act to provide for
the registration and protection of trade-
marks used in commerce, to carry out the
provisions of certain international conven-
tions, and for other purposes’’, approved July
5, 1946, as amended (15 U.S.C. 1051 and follow-
ing) (commonly referred to as the ‘““Trade-
mark Act of 1946’") is amended by adding
after section 51 the following new title:

“TITLE XII—THE MADRID PROTOCOL
“SEC. 60. DEFINITIONS.

““For purposes of this title:

‘(1) MADRID PROTOCOL.—The term ‘Madrid
Protocol’ means the Protocol Relating to the
Madrid Agreement Concerning the Inter-
national Registration of Marks, adopted at
Madrid, Spain, on June 27, 1989.

““(2) BASIC APPLICATION.—The term ‘basic
application’ means the application for the
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